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unlawl for 3 monument to be intsoduced o s chuschyard without permision. Geneeally
such pesmission desves from the chancelor in the form of 2 fculy. Howeves, for
administative convenicnce and o minimise_cxpensc, the chanccllor delegates o the.
incumbent the suthority o peamit the introduction of a monument provided it i of a type
which complics with the detailed proviions contained in these Regulaions. The weitcn
applicaton which accompanies thesc Regalations should be uscd in all cases (sec Appendix
). Dusing any vacancy, and in the sbsence of a priest-n-charge, the authoriy is exercsed by
the rusl dean.

Applcaons fos memorias should geneely ot be made unil sx monis have pased sinec
e inermt. Not merdy docs this allow the ground to sre, bt the pasige of Gme
permit 3 moe el decion 10 be made.tan s ofen the cae i the. saurlly
Comotional st of the casy siges of gt Allcose iy membees eed 1 be consited
o3 consensus achicved. Th imcumbent can offc hlp at thi e i making sugestions
o the beseved of the type of memoril which might be imduced by el 10
Shotogaphs o by poiming out campie in he huchyard JelE. If th comeraion
el 2 vt o ‘e stnemason i should aveid the iy and disppeimment
Crpended by the sclecton of an inppropritc degn. Albough th. grave Aol 1 the
peopery of th incumbent, any memotal wil belong 10 the heicatlaw of the person
Commemorated and that peson cas e duy s mastin i and e g by for 15
st

A headstone i a public statement about the person who i being commemoratod. Making
e ght choice of stone, design and inscipon i Important not only fo the ekives of
iends who e going t provide the mermorl, b lso f the wider commnity becase of
the efcc which the headstone may have upon the appeaane of the churchyard. Atractve,
‘welconceived designs by skiled and imagiaaive crafsmen should be encourge. Tn he
Scarch fo a wider range of designs than those usaly sco, efesence should be made 1o the
Chaunks Handiok, th bookies Momrils by At and fhes sesoueces which can b made
Svalable by the DAC: Sclprue or cther sanaey i nok discouraged bt must be ahorsed
by facaly:

Al t0 be cncouaged ae flsome insceipions which i a flavous o the e ofth peson
commemorated ather than blandl secording 3 ame and datcs. Epitaphs showld honout the
Gen comioet the i and nform. potry. ey wil b e long atesth bereved have
hmclves passe avay. A memorial sone i o the ight place or 3 Sateme about how
members of e fuly il bt decase o b the would e, i o b were
ey sl v, Pasages of serpur,which hae  fimcles gy, ar 0 e prfored

HEADSTONES

0 sae
No more than 4ft o less than 26 in high (1200mim, T50mem);

No more than 3ft o less than 15 in wide (H00mm, S00mm);

No more than Gin nor less than in thick (150mm, 75mm), unless st 0 be used invwhich
case a thickness of 2in (S0mm) ispermitcd;

In the case of infant busials, headstones must be no lss than 21 x 1 in x 2n ((00mms
75mm x Somim).
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A base forming an integrl past of the design of & headstone may be included, provided it
docs not project more than 2in (30mm) beyond the headstone in any dicection and provided
that it s ixed on & foundation slab of an approved material which tslf is ixed flush with
the ground and cxtending 3in o 5in (75mim t0 125mm)all sound %0 that s mower may fecly
pass overit.

Up to two inegral sockets for flow vases are pesmitcd in bascs, in which case the base.
shall be of the following dimensions:

Height (feom ground) 3ins (i) 0 Gins
Wadh 26t (min) to 3t (max)
Dept 10ins (min) 10 1 (&
®  Marias
“The following stone is permitcd:
Limestone:  Portand Homton
Pusbeck ox Horsham Nabresina,
Desbyshie Cacn/Nosmandy
Hopton Wood Auea/ Ausisioa
Sandstone: York
Stae: Blue/Black (Corish) Green (Westmoreland)
Gey/Bluc (Welsh)
Granite: Light to medium ey
@  Posiion

No memorial may be crccted within 5 yards (457 metees) ofthe outer wall of the church
buiding save by authority of a faculy:

®  Appeasnce
Polihed stone o misor finish i o permiied. Coloured eicring is not penmited save 15
follows:

‘Nabresia limcstone may hav the leicring picked outin contesing mat;

St may bave the letesingpicke ot in ofT-whitcmat;

Graite may e th lettcring picked out n off whitcmat

©  Inscriptions
Incumbets should requie an accute design of the proposcd inscription before approving
an application. Photographs o represcatations of objects or motifs such 3 & child toy are
ot permitted nor the use of ‘pet names’. Bronze or ceramic insers are not o be used
Badges, crests or cmblems may be used provided they are scemly and approprste for the
deceased. Any represcntaton will necd to be designed 50 that it may be accustely cut by 3
skilled crafisman. Masons’ o carpenters® names, signs o marks may be inscabed on any.
monument provided theis position and appearance are unobirusive having regard 10 the
monument a 1 whole.
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) P
Regard must b had to bealh and safety concerns, and to cuseentindustey sandaeds forthe.
fixing of monuments safcly and scurcly.

HORIZONTALLEDG

s
0 sae

Either flush with the turf or ascd not more than 9in (25mm) above a base, extending not
less than 3in (75mm) all sound and iself flush with the tuf; inclusive messurements aot
more than 76 (2100 mn) by 36 ().

CROSS!
An incumbent may NOT consent o the introduction of a cross, for crosses have been too
frecl s in busal grounds in the past. Such monuments requie a high standaad of design.
However, the incumbent may authorise the tempoesey introduction of 2 simple wooden
cross to mark a recent burial. A brass plagc beasing the name and dates of the decased may
be affixd o the cross. Such cross must be semoved upon the erection of a stone memorial
o afce a pesiod of 18 months, whichever be thesooncr.

PROHIBITIONS
For the avoidance of doubr, the folloving ar notpermitted:
Kerbs, g, fening orchippings;

memorials in the shape of vases, heaes, openbooks;
memorials incorporating photographs orportzis;
memeatocs, windmil, oys o ieanimals;

the use of ‘et names’

anifical flowers.

See aso parmgraphs 62,63, 67, 6.10,.11, 612,6.13

gacrmmr

COMMONWEALTH WARGRAVES
Graves of the Commonvealth Wa Graves Commission ace marked by memoral headstones

of a distinctive design and size, indicaing their pasicular sgnificance. The incumbent may.
authorie the rection of these headstones where pplicable

The incumbent i authorised to permit the instalston of disreet signage provided by the
Commonyealth War Geaves Comenission denoting the prescnce i the churchyaad or burial
ground of one or more Comnission graves. The following conditions however must first be
The installtion of the sign has becn the subjectof an affiemative PCCresoltion;
The signis ofa standard design previousl recommended by the DAC or adsptcd o
the requirements of a partculr location on the advice of the DAC;
i The dimensions and location of the sign have the conscnt of the Archdeacon who "
may seck the advice of the DAC as the ciscumstancessequire.
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NOTES
The Incumbent has no authority to permit the crection of 3 memorial which docs not
comply with these Regulations. Any memorial which docs not comply with these
Regulations (whether or not the incumbent has purported to give their authority)
‘may be removed by order of the consistory court.

A faculty may be sought fo the crection of  memrial which docs not comply with
these Regulations. Such petitions arc actively cncoursged. Each case will be
considecd on its individual merits and the views and policies of the Incumbent and
PCC will be taken into account. The opinion of the DAC will lso be sought.

Parishes are encouraged to consider adopting by faculty their own Regulations for
usc in a particular churchyard. Such Regulations must take into account local
practice, tradition and custom and the particular cnvironmental, architectural and
acsthetic considerations of the church and itssetting.

Where there is ambiguity as to whether & proposal comes within the incumbents
delegated authority, or where the incumbent is favourably disposed to the
introduction of a headstone which may be just outside its scope, an application may
be made by the incumbent to the Chancellor for the delegated authority to be
extended 50 35 to permit the proposal. Such applications wil be considered on their
‘merits on 3 case by case basis.

THE WORSHIPFUL MARK HILLQC
Chancelor of the Diocese of Chichester 1 Masch 2014
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Churchyards
Every parishioner, together with those whose names are entered on the clectoral roll,
has a right of burial in the graveyard of the parish provided room permits. Other
persons may be buried only with the consent of the incumbent which should be
given or withheld in accordance with general guidance given by the PCC. The
position within the churchyard for a burial to take place is a matter for the
incumbent. See also Graves and Reservation of Gravespaces. Since access to the
church building will often be required for routine maintenance and inspection or for
the erection of scaffolding, incumbents generally ought not to permit interments
within 5 metres of any external wall. This practice would also eliminate the
unfortunate and unsightly juxtaposition of a modern headstone next to an historic
church.

Incumbents and PCCs having the care of churchyards should, if they have not

already done so, draw up regulations governing the upkeep of graves so that those

who wish to tend a grave in the churchyard may know what is and is not allowed.

Consideration should be given to including the following provisions in any such

regulations:

i bulbs and small annual plants may be placed in the soil of anygrave;

i plants or cut flowers may be placed in 2 removable sunken container
(preferably of unpolished aluminium) in the soil of any grave;

. wreaths and cut flowers placed on graves and plants and flowers in containers
may be removed, when withered, by those authorised to do so by the
incumbent;

. noartificial flowers or foliage may be placed on or about graves (except for
Remembrance Day poppics) and, if so placed, will beremoved.

v.  Other objects, including railings, chippings, statues, keepsakes, toys and other
mementoes are not permitted on a grave without authorisation by faculty.

Careful thought will need to be given to requests for the planting of trees and shrubs

in preference to the erection of headstones. Memorials for persons not buried in the

churchyard are uncommon and may not be sanctioned by the incumbent. They
require a faculty and exceptional circumstances will need to be demonstrated.
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Gardens of Remembrance

68 Cremated remains may be buried anywhere in the churchyard as the incumbent
permits. They attract the same reverence as a corpse and should not be divided for
burial in different places but treated as a whole. Specific plots may be dedicated for
the exclusive burial of ashes. The form of such Gardens of Remembrance depends
very much upon individual circumstances and calls for vision and sensitivity. They
will be a focus of grief, prayer and reflection for many generations and need to reflect
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something of the resurrection. Parishes are encouraged to use imagination and first-
rate designs and to utilise good quality materials. The use of rectangular slabs is
unimaginative and, after all too little time, unsightly. Their appearance is utilitarian.
The use of individual marker stones is discouraged, it being more appropriate to
record names in a Book of Remembrance. Each parish will need to draft regulations
for the use of the Garden of Remembrance, a model of which appears  at Appendix
TV. The content of such regulations will vary from one parish to another, but all
should include provision for re-use after a period of say 25 or 50 years.
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Graves

The incumbent has a discretion to authorise the erection of any headstone which falls
within the types and classes permitted at Appendix L. Although the incumbent may

refuse to permit the erection of a headstone which is authorised, they have no
discretion to allow the erection of one which is not. It is open to individual applicants
to apply for a faculty for the erection of headstones outside these categories. A
standard form of Application is reproduced at Appendix I Ownership of a

headstone does not vest in the incumbent or the PCC but in the person who erected
it and, after that person’s death, in the heir-at-law of the person in whose memory it
was erected.

Incumbents need to be meticulous in ensuring compliance with these provisions,
particularly as this will need to be done at a time when relatives may be distressed and
vulnerable. Well intentioned laxity will result in pastoral difficulties in later years and
for their successors.  Equally, monumental masons who hold themselves out as
competent to work in consecrated churchyards in this diocese will be expected to be
familiar with the relevant regulations. Headstones erccted without the authority of
the incumbent or which are not within the types or classes permitted by the
regulations are liable to be removed by order of the consistory court. The costs
incurred will fall upon the person responsible for the unlawful ercction of the
headstone, the incumbent and/or the monumental mason concerned.

The purpose of the regulations is not to impose homogencity, since variety is to be
encouraged, but to ensure that headstones are erected which are appropriate for the
environment in which they are set and in keeping with the church building. Thought
sthetics and to the sensibilities of those who will have cause to
the same churchyard. Where possible, local materi
sistory court actively welcomes applications from paris
the creation or variation of regulations for specific churchyards which take into
account local practice, tradition and custom and the particular environmental needs
of the church and graveyard. Such regulations, created by the parish itself and
authorised by faculty, are likely to be casicr to implement andpolice.
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Inscriptions

Headstones, memorials, stained glass windows and other church furnishings may all
bear inscriptions. It is essential that inscriptions are factually accurate and are written
in such a way as to be comprehensible by future generations. The wording of
inscriptions should interest and inspire the reader. They should be reverent and
seemly and avoid the bland. Readers will want to know something of the person or
event commemorated, and descriptions should be fulsome and well ~ expressed. The
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use of pet names should generally be avoided as they can become meaningless and
appear trite with the passing of time. Dates should be expressed in the form 7 August
1965 (or 7 8 65) and both the date of birth and of death should generally be included.
Skilled craftsmen and letter cutters should beused.
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APPENDIXT

CHURCHYARD
REGULATIONS

Tncumbents and pricsts-in-charge are temporary custodians ot mercly of the church
building but, where there is one, of its burial ground. Responsibility for s care and
maintenance rests with the PCC. Churchyards are an important feature of both rural and
urban communities: an historic record of successive gencrations, @ home for funcrary
‘monuments of architectural and acsthetic excellence, a seting for the chusch itself (many of
which arc listed buldings), and a place for reflection and prayer. It should be borne in mind
that churchyards arc diffecent in their nature from municipal cemeteris. In addition, the
upkeep of a churchyard is  considerable burden upon the limited resources of PCC fund.

Pasishioners, those named on the electoral oll, and those dying within the parish all have 2
legalright of busal in the parochial burial ground. This right s not restricted to the baptised
sor to members of the worshipping commuity. Thus the clergy are brought into dircct
contact with relatives of deceased parishioners in circumstances of extreme distress and
often in a highly charged enviconment. Whilst this provides a valusble opportunity for
ministry and outreach it can also create pastoraldifficultics.

It is essential that the bereaved understand the mesning and consequences of burial in
consecrated ground. Two pasticulas featurcsarise:

Fist, the nature of the site of busial is to say ‘fcewell o the deceased and to commend
them to the merey and love of God in Christ to await the transformation of resurrection.
There is accordingly a theological finality to the burial of al interments, including those of
cremated remains, in ground consecrated according 1 the sites of the Church of England.
“The prospect of exhumation at some future date and the relocation of remains must be
ruledout.

Secondly,the bereaved must understand that by secking a burial in conscerated ground, they
are submitting to.the jusisdiction of the consistory court which regulates the type of
headstone or other maskes which may be erceted. This juisdicion exists for reasons which
arc in part theological and in pan acsthcdc, since what may be unobjectionsble in 2
‘municipal cemetery might be considered inappropiate (o cven offensive) in an historic
churchyard. Tt s the responsibilty of the clery to bring these matters to the attention of the
bereaved at the carlest opportunity, and to inform them of these Regulations, so that their
decision to seck an interment in consccate ground must be flly informed. A failure to do
So, however trumatc the pastoral siuation, is a deselction of duty and may prove more
damaging in the long term. Many parishes find it helpful to provide  handout containing
this information which can be taken away and read by the bereaved, and the chancellor
commends this practice.





